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November 1, 2011





P A R E N T   N E W S L E T T E R


Dear Parents,





I am delighted to inform you that our youngsters are actively and enthusiastically pursuing educational excellence.  Every youngster has textbooks and workbooks in reading, social studies, science, mathematics and language arts.  Additionally, we offer Spanish, computer lab and instrumental music (grades 3-8).  We are providing effective instruction here at school and we intend to continually challenge and encourage your child to learn in the months ahead.  Your assistance in this endeavor will enable us to succeed.  Remember to encourage reading every night.  In school, we have a silent reading period after lunch and insist that children read whenever possible and keep a reading log.


We recently purchased two more SMART Boards for classroom use with money raised from Fundraising as well as an Alive in Hope grant from the Diocese.  Children are very enthusiastic about this technology initiative.


This month’s educational theme is adapted from an article written for the International Reading Association and is called “Studying: A Key to Success”.


Studying needs to become a habit and parents can do many things to help children develop this habit.  The study habit does not come naturally to most people.  Remember, studying is thinking and it is important to make your home a place where it is easy for your child to think.





There are several steps you can take to make your home a good place for studying:


	1.	Decide together on the best time of the day and then set that time aside at 					least five times a week.


	2.	Plan for study breaks.


	3.	Make it a “quiet” time for everyone in the house during study time.


	4.	Turn off the television, radio and cell phones.


	5.	Avoid common interruptions like telephone calls, visitors or chores.


	6.	Provide an atmosphere that is comfortable.


	7. 	Save time by keeping study material together.  A shoebox or a shelf with   					paper, pencils, pens, ruler, eraser, tape, clips, scissors and glue should be 					sufficient.


	8.	Reference books such as a dictionary or a thesaurus can be helpful.


	9.	Online research can be quick and informative.





Encouraging the right study habits and making your home a good place to study shows how much you care about learning.  Praise your child for good effort and help your child develop good study habits – this will buy a lifetime of  benefits.							


Respectfully,





			


							Philip J. Ciani


							Principal











